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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1960. 

From  the  statistics  we  find  that  the  continued  trend  is  towards  an 
increase  of  population  in  the  district.  This  is  largely  due  to  a  rise 
in  the  Birth  Rate  in  common  with  the  country  as  a  whole  combined 
with  a  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths.  The  absence  once  again  of  any 
deaths  from  the  commoner  infectious  diseases  is  indeed  worthy  of 
comment  as  is  the  continued  fall  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 
However  satisfactory  this  may  appear  to  be,  and  indeed  is,  care  must 
always  be  taken  in  drawing  conclusions  from  such  findings  in  any 
relatively  small  community.  One’s  attention  should  be  drawn  to 
what  is  known  and  expressed  annually  as  the  year’s  Perinatal 
Mortality  Rate.  This  rate  represents  the  number  of  stillbirths  and 
deaths  of  children  under  one  week  and  at  approximately  24  it  reflects 
a  problem  which  calls  for  co-ordination  of  effort  between  all  those 
concerned  in  the  care  of  the  mother  and  child.  With  this  and  other 
problems  in  mind  effect  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  Ministry’s 
request  that  professional  liaison  committees  should  be  created  and 
composed  of  specialists  from  hospitals,  general  practitioners  and  the 
local  health  authorities,  with  representatives  of  the  nursing  and 
midwifery  professions. 

As  regards  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  this  was  again  low 
and  especially  so  in  relation  to  those  illnesses  which  are  preventable 
by  immunisation  and  vaccination.  The  availability  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination  for  the  older  age  groups  and  for  all  children  irrespective 
of  their  place  of  school,  has  not  been  used  to  the  full  advantage  and 
no  doubt  in  a  community  such  as  ours  a  slowly  rising  acceptance 
rate  is  only  to  be  expected  as  the  value  of  this  form  of  vaccination 
becomes  apparent  and  acceptable  to  the  community  generally. 

In  the  field  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination  much  progress  was  made 
and  maintained  with  improved  supplies  of  vaccine  and  the  extension 
of  the  scheme  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  those  up  to  40  years 
of  age.  By  December  the  protection  rate  in  the  three  age  groups  of 
schoolchildren,  of  those  aged  15  to  26  years,  and  26  to  40  years,  had 
risen  to  percentages  of  93.6,  71  and  32.4  respectively.  These  figures 
reflect  credit  on  the  many  persons  who  contributed  in  their  various 
ways  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  response  from  those  sections  of  the 
public  to  whom  our  efforts  were  addressed.  Once  again  one  would 
wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  which  we  received  from  Messrs. 
Pfizers  who  initiated  the  use  of  their  mobile  vaccination  vehicle  for 
several  weeks  in  the  North-West  Surrey  area,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  assessing  its  value.  It  more  than  proved  its  value  in  Woking 
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where  it  was  mostly  used  during  the  initial  and  subsequent  weeks  of 
the  campaign.  As  in  previous  years  those  managements,  industries 
and  public  utility  concerns  who  chose  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
health  of  their  employees  paved  the  way  for  the  response  of  others 
as  is  seen  by  the  overall  acceptance  rates. 

In  the  fortunate  absence  of  diphtheria  it  was  gratifying  to  see  an 
adequate  response  to  our  offer  to  all  schoolchildren  to  receive  either 
their  primary  or  reinforcing  doses  necessary  for  protection  and  the 
appearance  of  this  disease  in  other  parts  of  the  country  no  doubt 
assisted  our  efforts  together  with  the  personal  encouragement  of  many 
of  the  Head  Teachers  in  the  area. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  at  this  stage  that  all  children 
should  be  adequately  protected  by  the  “triple  antigen”  consisting 
of  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  and  against  poliomyelitis 
by  the  time  they  reach  their  first  year  of  life,  and  to  achieve  this  their 
parents  may  take  them  to  either  the  local  clinic  or  their  private 
doctor  according  to  their  choice. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  commented  on  the 
importance  of  the  continued  interest  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
in  mosquito  control.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  it  would 
appear  that  our  mutual  fears  as  to  the  possibility  of  actual  resistance 
developing  towards  the  insecticides  we  use  has  not  been  demonstrated 
and  this  only  serves  to  point  to  their  continued  use  in  all  areas 
where  breeding  is  known  to  exist.  We  have  of  course  drawn  attention 
in  the  past  to  the  limitations  of  effect  in  a  scheme  which  is  essentially 
confined  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District  Council  area.  In 
our  evaluation  of  the  results  and  for  the  determination  of  insecticidal 
resistance  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  interest  and  help  we  receive 
from  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  as  at  all  times  the  continuing 
effective  laboratory  control  of  any  measures  we  employ  must  be 
regarded  as  essential. 

The  effects  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  of  1959  in  dealing  with 
“  Mental  Disorder  ”  have  especially  been  recognisable  by  the  change 
of  regime  to  which  patients  are  submitted  when  they  are  admitted 
to  Brookwood  Hospital  or  for  attendance  at  its  various  outpatient 
clinics.  The  days  of  restrictions  and  restraints  on  many  of  their 
activities  are  no  longer  apparent  and  the  relaxation  of  tensions  as  a 
result  of  freedom  of  movement,  improved  occupational  works  and 
developments  in  therapy  is  now  very  obvious  to  all  concerned.  It 
must  be  especially  gratifying  for  the  hospital  authority  to  see  the 
results  of  their  efforts  reflected  in  more  satisfying  conditions  which 
are  appreciated  by  patients,  their  visitors  and  the  nursing  staffs. 
The  effect  of  this  recognition  by  the  general  public  in  due  course 
must  result  in  a  favourable  response  towards  the  development  of 
the  domiciliary  and  hostel  services  for  the  care  of  those  in  need,  and 
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the  many  links  which  the  hospital  has  chosen  to  forge  with  the 
statutory  and  voluntary  bodies  in  its  surrounding  areas  cannot  do 
other  than  further  this  end. 

I  would  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Cook  of  the  Guildford  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  his  help  on  all  occasions  in  routine  and  special 
bacteriological  examinations.  During  the  year  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  chose  to  further  his  knowledge  in  his  specialty  of 
modern  methods  of  refuse  disposal  and  cleansing  by  visits  to  France 
and  Switzerland,  and  I  would  like  to  recognise  his  help  on  all 
occasions  together  with  the  members  of  the  department  as  a  whole. 

I  would  also  like  to  add  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
which  I  have  received  from  the  general  practitioners  and  hospitals, 
and  in  conclusion  to  convey  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Members,  and  to  the  Clerk  and  all  Chief  Officers,  for  the  assistance 
given  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

c.  a.  mcpherson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND 

SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (acres),  15,712. 

Estimate  of  Resident 

Population 

,  Mid-year  1960: 

66,290. 

Year 

Houses 

Population 

Average  No. 
per  House 

1911 

4,072 

24,808 

60 

1921 

5,078 

26,430 

5-8 

1931 

6,853 

29,950 

4-4 

1941 

10,743 

47,770 

4.4 

1951 

11,949 

49,310 

4-1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1960)  according  to  rate  books, 
17,596. 


Rateable  Value,  £1,076,864. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £4,391. 


Social  Conditions 

Woking  is  a  residential  town  situated  within  25  miles  of  London 
and  consequently  a  substantial  number  of  the  residents  find  employ¬ 
ment  in  London. 

A  total  of  1,947  acres  comprises  common  and  open  spaces  and 
there  are  many  recreation  grounds  to  provide  open  air  facilities 
for  the  children  and  adults.  In  the  34-acre  Woking  Park  there  is 
in  addition  to  normal  activities  an  open-air  swimming  pool. 

During  the  year  6,800  persons  took  advantage  of  the  available 
facilities  at  the  slipper  baths. 

Unemployment  amongst  Woking  residents  was  rather  lower  than 
the  average  figure  for  the  post-war  years  as  is  shown  by  the  figures 
below  indicating  the  numbers  of  unemployed  persons  on  the  dates 
given. 


Dec.  31st 

Dec.  31st 

Dec.  31st 

Dec.  31st 

Dec.  31st 

Classification 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Male  Adults . 

88 

109 

166 

135 

119 

Male  Juveniles 

4 

10 

14 

8 

2 

Female  Adults 

43 

80 

40 

52 

38 

Female  Juveniles 

4 

6 

6 

8 

5 

Totals  . 

139 

205 

226 

203 

164 
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Vital  Statistics 

1960 

1959 

Live  Births 

Number  . 

1,165 

1,045 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected  by  Regis¬ 

17-57 

16-43 

trar  General’s  comparability  factor)... 

17-04 

15-94 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Stillbirths 

4-81 

4-69 

Number  . 

15 

17 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

12-71 

16-01 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  ... 

1,180 

1,062 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

16 

16 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births... 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

13-73 

15-31 

births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

12-62 

15-06 

live  births  ...  ...  . 

35-71 

20-41 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births) 

12-02 

9-57 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 
week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 

12-02 

8-61 

under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths)  ...  ...  ...  . 

24-58 

24-48 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . 

1 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Deaths 

0-85 

— 

Number  .  . 

711 

820 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected  by  Regis¬ 

10-73 

12-89 

trar  General’s  comparability  factor)... 

9-87 

11-73 

Natural  increase  of  population 

454 

225 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1960 

Live  Births: —  Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  .  1,109  582  527 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  56  29  27 

Birth  Rate,  17-57  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate,  17-04  per  1,000  population 


7 


Stillbirths  .  15  8  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  12.71 

Deaths  .  711  323  388 

Death  rate,  10-73  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate,  9-87  per  1,000  population 

The  crude  birth  and  death  rates  for  Woking  are  strictly  not  com¬ 
parable  with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  In  order  to  arrive  at 
comparative  figures  and  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex 
and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for 
England  and  Wales  the  Registrar  General  has  introduced  com¬ 
parability  factors.  These  figures  for  Woking  are  0-97  and  0-92  for 
births  and  deaths  respectively,  and  the  adjusted  rates  have  been 
calculated  accordingly. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes Deaths  (Uve&d sVmTbinhs 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion...  ...  1  ...  0-85 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  .  13-73 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12-62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  35-71 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages)  ...  130 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) .  — 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  — 


Births 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  live  births  and  the  birth 
rate  over  the  past  5  years. 


Year 

Number  of 

Births 

Birth  Rate* 

Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales 

1956 

931 

16-25 

15-7 

1957 

1,008 

16-84 

16-1 

1958 

1,012 

16-44 

16-4 

1959 

1,045 

15-94 

16-5 

1960 

1,165 

17-04 

17-1 

*  Corrected  by  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  actual  number  of  births  which  occurred  in  the  Woking  U.D. 
during  1960  was  1,832,  although  only  1,165  were  credited  to  Woking.  The  remainder  (being 
born  to  women  not  normally  resident  in  Woking)  were  transferred  to  other  Districts. 

The  births  have  exceeded  the  deaths  for  the  past  16  years,  the  natural  increment  for  this  year 
being  454. 

The  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  during  1960  show 
that  the  total  number  of  registered  live  births  allocated  to  Woking  was 
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1,165 — 611  males  and  554  females,  the  birth  rate  being  17-57  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  Of  the  total  number  of  births  1 , 1 09  were  legitimate 
and  56  (4-81  per  cent)  illegitimate. 

In  addition  there  were  15  stillbirths,  8  male  and  7  female. 


Causes  of  Death  during  1960 

Male 

Female 

All  causes  ... 

323 

388 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other .  . 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  . 

— 

2 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

9 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

25 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

11 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

38 

32 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

2 

— 

Diabetes  .  ...  . 

1 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

65 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

58 

41 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

8 

12 

Other  heart  disease .  . 

55 

105 

Other  circulatory  diseases . 

22 

23 

Influenza  . 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

12 

20 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  . 

13 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

5 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations . 

4 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

19 

28 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

7 

3 

All  other  accidents . 

6 

4 

Suicide 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 
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Deaths 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  711 — 
323  males  and  388  females,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  10-73  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population,  or  an  adjusted  rate  of  9-87. 

The  deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  of  people  really  belonging 

to  Woking  were  216. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  Institutions  outside  the  Woking 

district  of  people  usually  resident  in  Woking:— 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford 

•  •  • 

15 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Chertsey 

•  •  • 

117 

London  Hospitals . 

•  •  • 

21 

Other  Hospitals  and  Institutions  ... 

•  .  . 

47 

There  were  196  deaths  within  this  district  of  persons  not  usually 

resident  in  Woking,  73  males  and  123  females. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  excluding 
diseases,  are: — 

those 

from  zymotic 

Malignant  neoplasms  . 

•  •  • 

130 

Heart  disease  . 

279'j 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

88 

y  412 

Other  circulatory  diseases . 

45  J 

Pneumonia . 

321 

Bronchitis  . 

19  1 

y  52 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

U 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  were  responsible  for  130 
deaths  or  18-28  per  cent  of  total  deaths. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

There  were  412  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation. 
This  figure  represents  57-95  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths. 


Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases 

There  were  32  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia,  19  to  Bronchitis,  and  1  to 
other  respiratory  disease.  This  gives  a  total  of  52  or  7-31  per  cent  of 
total  deaths. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  for  certain  diseases: — 


Bronchitis 

...  0*29 

Cancer 

...  1*96 

Heart  Disease 

...  4*21 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulation 

...  6*22 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

...  0*14 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

...  0*02 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid . 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  0*48 

Influenza 

...  0*02 

Tuberculosis... 

...  0*03 

Deaths  due  to  Violence 

The  figures  given  below  indicate  the  manner  in  which  Woking 
residents  met  their  deaths  from  violence. 


Road  Traffic  deaths  ...  10 

Falls  .  4 

Rail  Traffic  ...  ...  1 

Gunshot  Wound  ...  1 


Strangulation 
Drowning... 
Poisoning  ... 
Manslaughter 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  4  suicides. 


1 

2 

2 

1 


Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  16  infant  deaths  during  the  yeai  (including  transferable 
deaths)  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  13*73  per  1,000  live  births, 
compared  with  21*7  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Death  rate  for  illegitimate  children  in  Woking  was 
35*71  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

The  following  tables  show  the  causes  of  death  and  ages  at  death  of 
infants  under  1  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total  No. 
under  1 
month 

Prematurity  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Atelectasis  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hydrocephalus  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Polycystic  kidneys  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intra  cranial  haemorrhage  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ruptured  vertebral  arterio  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 


Cause  of  Death 

1-3 

4-6 

7-9 

10-12 

Total 

deaths  1-12 

months 

months 

months 

months 

months 

Asphyxia 

1 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Year  1960 


Rate  per  1,000  Home 

Annual  Death  Rate 

Rate  per 

Population 

per  1,000  Home 

1,000  Live 

Population 

Births 

Total 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

All  Causes 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

England  and  Wales 

17-1 

•34 

11*5 

21-7 

Woking 

17-04* 

•23 

9-87* 

13-73 

*  After  correction  by  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  having  the  services  of  St.  Peter’s  Patho¬ 
logical  and  Bacteriological  Laboratory  and  it  is  especially  used  by  the 
majority  of  general  practitioners.  In  addition,  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford,  gives  most  valuable 
service  for  the  examination  of  any  large  scale  investigation  and  also 
receives  the  Public  Health  Department’s  routine  samples  of  food  of 
all  kinds,  especially  milk,  water  and  ice  cream.  As  previously, 
samples  of  water  for  chemical  examination  are  sent  to  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  London. 

During  the  year  the  following  specimens  were  examined  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Guildford: — 


Specimens  of  faeces .  148 

Specimens  of  urine .  10 

Other  specimens  .  2 

Samples  of  milk  .  70 

Samples  of  cream .  — 

Samples  of  ice  cream  .  35 

Samples  of  water  .  50 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Ambulance 
Service  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Ambulances  are  supplied  from  the  Ambulance  Control  Station, 
Guildford  Road,  Chertsey  (Tel.  Ottershaw  543),  which  is  operated 
directly  by  the  County  Council.  Two  County  ambulances  are  garaged 
in  Boundary  Road,  Woking,  one  of  which  is  fully  manned  throughout 
the  24  hours,  and  the  other  is  manned  for  5^  days  per  week.  There  is 
also  one  Red  Cross  ambulance  garaged  in  Walton  Road  which  is 
manned  as  follows:  Monday-Friday  7-10  p.m.,  Saturday  2-10  p.m., 
and  Sunday  10  a.m.-lO  p.m. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Fourteen  nurses  who  are  acting  in  the  capacity  of  District  Nurses  or 
Domiciliary  Midwives  are  provided  by  the  Surrey  County  Council 
for  work  in  the  Urban  District,  and  during  the  year  1960  some  22,002 


13 


visits  were  paid  to  1,030  patients.  They  also  paid  15,115  visits  to 
1,475  midwifery  patients.  Details  of  these  nurses  are  given  below. 


M  iss  H.  F.  Bisseneek 

Miss  P.  Penny  \ 

Mrs.  E.  King  / 

Miss  M.  Cook 

Miss  F.  E.  Johnson 

Mrs.  H.  Rubner 

Mrs  A.  Brunskill 


Helvetia,  High  Street, 
Horsell 

Carberry,  Kingfield 
Road,  Woking 
1  Ulwin  Avenue,  By¬ 
fleet 

91  Woodlands  Avenue, 
West  Byfleet 
Journey’s  End,  22  Vic¬ 
toria  Road,  Knaphill 
St.  Teresa,  16  Victoria 
Road,  Knaphill 


Woking  51 1 
Woking  1559 
Byfleet  2658 
Byfleet  45448 
Brookwood  3230 
Brookwood  3298 


Miss  L.  Wilson 
Miss  J.  M.  Pollard 
Miss  M.  Fielding 
Miss  F.  Richards 


Miss  E.  Wynn-Davies 


Miss  M.  Lake  \ 

Miss  M.  Savage  / 


St.  Fillans,  Maybury 
Hill,  Woking 

169  Albert  Drive, 
Sheerwater 

S.C.C.  Day  Nursery, 
Chobham  Road, 
Woking 

37  St.  John’s  Road, 
Woking 


Woking  2732 
Byfleet  42606 
Woking  1407 


Woking  5736 


( d )  Hospitals 

The  district  is  well  served  especially  by  the  following  hospitals,  the 
first  three  named  being  in  the  Urban  District  Council’s  boundary. 

Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital. 

Rowley  Bristow  Hospital,  Pyrford. 

Brookwood  Hospital,  Knaphill. 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Chertsey. 

Ottershaw  Hospital — Infectious  Diseases  and  Chronic  Sick. 

The  services  given  at  the  Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital  are 
essentially  limited  in  scope  owing  to  the  need  for  expanding  the 
number  of  beds,  but  the  new  block  which  was  completed  during  1957 
now  gives  additional  facilities  for  out-patient  work  and  X-rays. 

It  would  be  appropriate  also  at  this  stage  to  comment  on  the  diffi¬ 
culty  which  is  experienced  by  general  practitioners  in  Woking,  in 
common  with  other  areas,  in  securing  hospital  accommodation  for 
their  chronic  sick  patients. 

A  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  chest  diseases  is  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Woking. 
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The  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  situated  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  and  Woking  Victoria 
Hospital. 

The  following  session  is  held  at  Woking  and  District  Victoria 
Hospital: — 

Males  .  Thursday,  5-7  p.m. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  cases  were  reported  to  the  Department  during  the  year,  and  no 
action  was  deemed  necessary  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 


Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  during  1960 


Bronchitis  and  Asthma 
Chickenpox  ... 
Dysentery 
Enteritis 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Glandular  Fever 
Measles 
Meningitis 
Mumps 
Paratyphoid  B 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tonsillitis 
Whooping  Cough 
Other  Diseases 


1  case 
6 


3 

13 

4 
1 
2 
1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

8 


9  9 


9  9 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


9  9 


99 


99 


99 


Total  ... 


61  cases 


MATERNITY  SERVICES 

The  Woking  Maternity  Hospital  in  Heathside  Road  continued  its 
valuable  services  and  during  the  year  1,551  patients  were  admitted,  a 
number  slightly  more  than  that  for  1959.  Of  these  approximately 
half  were  mothers  normally  resident  outside  the  Urban  District 
area. 

Clinics. — Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  daily.  Post-natal  clinics  are 
held  the  first  and  third  Monday  mornings  of  each  month.  Baby 
clinics  are  held  every  Monday  and  Friday  afternoon,  and  consultant 
clinics  are  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and  Thursday  mornings. 
Fertility  clinics  are  held  at  St.  Peter’s  Hospital. 
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WOKING  AND  DISTRICT  VICTORIA 

HOSPITAL 

Duiing  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  patients  were 

with: — 

Number  of  In-patients  admitted 

Number  of  Out-patient  attendances: — 

1,520 

Consultative  Clinics  . 

18,983 

Casualty  . 

21,458 

V.D.  Clinics . 

416 

Orthoptic 

1,903 

X-ray  out-patients . 

11,526 

Physiotherapy 

19,994 

T.B.  refills  ...  . 

52 

T.B.  consultations 

733 

Speech  therapy  ...  . 

56 

Audiograms . 

125 
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SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS 


Centre 

Address 

Clinic 

Day 

Woking 

Maternity  Hospital, 
Heathside  Road 
S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Clarence  Avenue 

Penlee,  Claremont 
Avenue 

Ante-natal 

Welfare 

Dental 

Eye 

General  Medical 
Child  Guidance 
Speech 

Dental 

Wednesday,  p.m. 

Friday,  a.m. 

Wednesday,  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  a.m.  &  p.m. 
Monday,  a.m.  (1st  and 
3rd) 

Monday,  p.m. 

Wednesday,  a.m. 

Full  time 

Full  time 

Monday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Tuesday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Thursday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Friday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Byfleet 

Methodist  Hall, 
Byfleet 

Welfare 

Dental 

General  Medical 

Wednesday,  p.m. 
Thursday,  a.m. 

Thursday,  a.m. 

Horsell 

The  Parish  Hall 

Welfare 

General  Medical 

Friday,  p.m. 

Friday,  p.m. 

Knaphill 

Trinity  Church  Hall, 
Chobham  Road 

Welfare 

General  Medical 

Friday,  p.m. 

Friday,  p.m. 

Westfield 

St.  Peter’s  Church 
Hall,  Old  Woking 

Welfare 

General  Medical 

Tuesday,  p.m. 

Tuesday,  a.m. 

St.  John’s 

Memorial  Hall 

Welfare 

General  Medical 

Thursday,  p.m.  (2nd  and 
4th) 

Thursday,  p.m.  (2nd  and 
4th) 

Sheer- 

water 

St.  Michael’s  Hall 

General  Medical 
Welfare 

Monday,  a.m. 

Monday,  p.m. 

Maybury 

The  Scout  Hut, 
Oriental  Road 

General  Medical 
Welfare 

Thursday,  p.m. 

Thursday,  p.m. 

Pyrford 

The  Village  Hall 

General  Medical 
Welfare 

Monday,  p.m. 

Monday,  p.m. 
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WELFARE  FOOD  SERVICES 

The  Welfare  Foods  may  be  obtained  from  any  of  the  above 
Welfare  Clinics  and  in  addition  we  are  indebted  to  the  good  services 
of  the  W.V.S.  who  distribute  as  follows: — 

Sherrard  House,  Heathside  Road,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday 

Woking  and  Friday,  2.15-4.30  p.m. 

121  Chertsey  Road,  Woking  Monday-Friday, 

10  a.m.-12  noon 

CHIROPODY  SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

A  Chiropody  Clinic  organised  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee,  is  held  on  Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon  each  week 
at  the  Red  Cross  Centre,  Walton  Road,  Woking.  Appointments 
should  be  made  with  the  Guild  of  Social  Service,  6a  Guildford 
Road,  Woking,  which  is  open  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
of  each  week. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICES  FOR  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AND  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

As  from  May  the  County  Council  made  available  the  provision 
of  chiropody  services  to  these  persons  who  became  eligible  for 
treatment  at  reduced  or  free  rates  according  to  an  assessment  on 
application  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  advice 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Association  at  2a  Guildford  Road, 
Woking,  between  2  p.m.  and  3.15  p.m.  on  each  Wednesday,  10  a.m. 
and  11.15  a.m.  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month,  and  also 
the  last  two  Tuesday  evenings  of  each  month  from  7  p.m.  to  8.15 
p.m.  The  clinic  is  also  open  for  appointments  and  supplies  on 
Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  from  10.15  a.m.  to 
12.15  p.m.,  telephone  Woking  5999.  All  interviews  are  by  appoint¬ 
ment  only  and  should  be  made  by  writing  to  the  Association  or 
telephoning  during  clinic  sessions.  Appointments  can  also  be  made 
by  telephoning  the  Hon.  Clinic  Secretary  at  Woking  4930. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever. — 30  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  as  is 
customary  this  disease  is  now  so  mild  that  many  cases  of  an  atypical 
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nature  occur,  frequently  with  a  very  transient  rash.  There  were  no 
complications  and  from  a  point  of  view  of  control  this  infection  is 
now  of  less  importance  than  tonsillitis. 

Measles. — 7  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Complications  of 
this  disease  were  negligible  due  to  the  value  of  sulphonamides  and 
antibiotics  in  their  prevention  and  treatment.  There  were  no  deaths. 
It  is  important,  however,  that  the  majority  of  such  children  should 
have  their  chests  X-rayed  after  this  infection,  and  this  procedure  is 
carried  out  invariably  as  a  routine  in  the  case  of  those  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — This  notifiable  condition  was  properly 
reported  by  the  Woking  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  majority  of 
instances  and  it  is  defined  as  “  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a 
woman  in  whom  a  temperature  of  100-4°  Fahrenheit  (38°  centi¬ 
grade)  or  more  has  occurred  within  fourteen  days  after  childbirth  or 
miscarriage.”  In  many  cases,  therefore,  it  is  of  little  significance, 
but  it  always  requires  investigations  which  eliminate  the  possibility 
of  the  rise  of  temperature  being  due  to  infective  conditions  which 
are  themselves  invariably  now  well  controlled,  again  by  the  use  of 
antibiotics. 

Dysentery. — Only  14  cases  were  notified  as  being  caused  by 
B.  sonnei  dysentery  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — 57  cases  only  of  this  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning. — 37  of  the  40  cases  notified  occurred  on  one  single 
occasion  in  a  large  hostel  when  Cl.  welchii  was  found  to  be  the 
organism  responsible  and  its  conditions  of  development  in  a  made- 
up  meat  dish  were  undoubtedly  favoured  by  the  usual  lack  of 
acceptance  of  the  principles  of  refrigeration.  This  organism  is 
unfortunately  becoming  more  frequently  recognisable  as  the  cause 
of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  associated  with  meat  products, 
and  under  certain  conditions  of  warmth  and  moisture  and  with  the 
absence  of  refrigeration,  it  produces  a  toxin  which  is  later 
characterised  by  a  very  high  degree  of  resistance  to  heat. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

There  was  again  no  recorded  case  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 
The  following  figures  give  the  Immunity  Index  at  31st  December, 
1960:  this  index  shows  the  percentage  of  children  who  have,  within 
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the  last  five  years,  received  either  their  first  course  of  injections  or  a 
subsequent  reinforcing  dose. 


Immunity  Index 


Under  1  year 

1-4  years 

5-14  years 

28-1 

78-5 

52-6 

During  the  year  1,226  children  were  given  their  primary  course  of 
immunisation  and  1,503  their  reinforcement  doses.  This  work  was 
carried  out  in  clinics  or  at  schools  and  an  attempt  is  now  made  to  visit 
each  school  each  year  although  the  programme  is  occasionally  upset 
by  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  when  it  may  be  desirable  to  suspend 
injections  of  all  kinds.  Of  these,  private  practitioners  gave  513 
primary  immunisations  and  241  reinforcing  injections  during  the 
year. 

It  is  most  important  to  see  that  all  children  receive  their  first 
injections  before  reaching  one  year  of  age. 

Almost  all  the  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  were  at  the 
same  time  protected  against  whooping  cough,  and  in  addition  some 
1,231  of  these  children  received  an  element  of  protection  against 
tetanus  as  well  in  the  form  of  the  triple  antigen. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

586  children  under  14  years  of  age  and  224  adults  were  vaccinated 
during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1960. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul 

monary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  . 

1-5  . 

5-15 . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  . 

11 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35M5 . 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

32 

18 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December  was  51,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table : — 

Number  notified  by  General  Practitioners .  — 

Number  notified  by  Institutions  and  Clinics  ...  9 

Number  transferred  to  Woking  .  42 

Number  notified  after  death .  — 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register 
since  1956,  and  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred: — 


$ 

NUMBER  ON  REGISTER 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1956 

306 

219 

32 

45 

3 

1 

_ 

— 

1957 

314 

214 

29 

47 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1958 

326 

209 

27 

45 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

330 

215 

27 

46 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1960 

341 

213 

26 

44 

2 

— 

— 

— 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION,  1960 
Children  13  years  and  over 


Consent 

Mantoux  Test 

Vaccination 

Age 

Group 

No. 

%of 

Age 

Group 

+  ve 
No. 

%of 

Test 

—  ve 
No. 

%of 

Test 

No. 

%of 

Age 

Group 

1,178 

691 

58-7 

44 

6-4 

646 

93-6 

593 

50-3 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  vaccination  on  the  31st 
December,  1960. 


No.  who  have 
received  two 
injections 

Estimated  No. 
in  age  group 

Approximate 

protection 

rate 

Children  born  between 
1943  and  30 . 6 . 60  ... 

17,993 

19,224 

93-6% 

Young  people  born  between 
1933  and  1942  . 

6,115 

8,618 

70-9% 

Persons  born  between  1920 
and  1932  . 

5,156 

15,900 

32-4% 

Other  Groups  . 

405 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations  regarding 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SEC.  172 

No  action  was  needed  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  whose 
lodging  or  accommodation  prevented  the  adoption  of  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  or  who  were  not  taking 
such  precautions. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  care  and  after-care  measures 
and  these  are  supervised  through  local  Committees.  The  funds 
available  are  derived  from  grants  made  through  the  County-rate  and 
by  voluntary  effort.  The  Committees  are  responsible  for  arrange¬ 
ments  in  relation  to  such  matters  as  holiday  camps  for  children  from 
tuberculous  households,  and  occupational  therapy  materials. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  the  matter  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  also  responsible,  in  conjunction  with 
the  District  Welfare  Committee,  for  all  matters  relating  to  services 
provided  under  Section  29  and  Section  30  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act.  Provisions  are  made  for  the  registration  of  the  blind  and  for 
such  persons  the  services  of  education,  home  employment,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  books,  the  provision  of  homes  and  hostels,  and  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  financial  payments  are  maintained.  Much  of  the  work  in 
connection  with  the  blind  is  carried  out  by  the  Surrey  Voluntary 
Association  for  the  Blind  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Council. 
In  addition  the  Council  has  extended  the  services  to  certain  classes  of 
partially  sighted  persons. 


SCHOOLS 

There  are  in  the  district  20  Primary,  7  Secondary  Modern,  2 
Grammar,  1  Special  and  19  Independent  schools.  It  is  customary 
for  head  teachers  to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
School  Medical  Officer  of  absence  from  schools  in  the  case  of 
suspected  infectious  diseases. 

During  the  year  all  school  canteens  and  kitchens  were  again 
sprayed  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the  fly  and  insect  population  in 
those  premises.  It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  the  majority  of  flies 
are  now  acquiring  a  considerable  degree  of  resistance  to  the  chlori¬ 
nated  hydrocarbons. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

During  this  year,  the  sixth  in  which  all  milk  sold  within  the  Urban 
District  was  required  to  be  heat  treated  or  Tuberculin  Tested,  70 
samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Details  of  the  tests  to  which  these  70  samples  were  subjected  are 
as  follows: — 


Designation  of  Milk 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Pasteurised 

36 

36 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

20 

20 

Sterilised  . 

— 

— 

T.T.  farm  bottled 

— 

14 

The  phosphatase  test  gives  an  indication  of  efficiency  or  otherwise 
of  pasteurisation,  whilst  the  methylene  blue  test  determines  keeping 
quality  and  cleanliness. 


ICE  CREAM 

All  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Urban  District  is  manufactured 
outside  the  district,  principally  by  firms  of  national  repute. 

During  the  year  35  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford. 

The  bacteriological  standard  of  the  ice  cream  remained  com¬ 
paratively  high,  23  samples  falling  within  Grade  I  and  1 1  in  Grade  II. 

One  sample,  however,  was  reported  upon  as  being  in  Grade  III, 
but  repeated  follow  up  samples  of  this  ice  cream  showed  satisfactory 
results. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  Swimming  Pool  opened  in  1935  in  Woking  Park  continues  in 
popularity  with  residents  and  visitors.  Its  filtration,  aeration  and 
chlorination  plant  provides  a  complete  turnover  of  the  425,000  gallons 
of  main  water  it  contains  every  five  hours,  and  the  water  is  tested  for 
alkalinity  and  acidity  twice  daily.  Weekly  bacteriological  samples  of 
the  water  are  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Guildford  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  A  new  Chlorination  Plant  was  installed  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year. 

In  1960  the  number  of  admissions  was  105,500  as  against  187,930 
for  the  previous  year. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  pools  open  to  the  public 
in  the  district. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

As  described  in  previous  Reports,  the  water  is  supplied  by  the 
Woking  and  District  Water  Company  from  its  stations  at  Chertsey, 
West  Horsley,  West  Clandon,  and  a  supply  in  bulk  by  statute  from 
the  Guildford  Corporation. 

The  Woking  and  District  Water  Company’s  mains  were  extended 
3,807  yards  in  the  Urban  District  during  1960. 

With  few  exceptions  water  is  laid  on  to  the  interior  of  the  houses. 
A  sample  of  Company  water  showed  the  following  satisfactory 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses : — 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance:  Bright  with  very  few  pai tides. 


Turbidity  ...  Less  than  3 

Colour  . 

10 

Odour  ... 

Nil 

pH  . 

7-3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide ... 

22 

Electric  Conductivity  ... 

645 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at 

180°C . 

470 

Chlorine  present  as 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Chloride  . 

26 

Carbonate  . 

240 

Hardness . Total 

340 

Carbonate 

240 

Non-carbonate ... 

100 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

LI 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . . . 

0-000 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0-65 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ... 

0-030 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Metals — Iron  . 

0-04 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  and 

Manganese:  Absent 

Bacteriological  Results 


1  day  at 

2  days  at 

3  days  at 

37°C. 

37°C. 

20-22  °C. 

Number  of  colonies  developing 

on  Agar  . 

1  per  ml. 

1  per  ml. 

1  per  ml. 

Present 

Absent 

Probable 

in 

from 

number 

Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 

— ml. 

100  ml.  0  per  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  (Type  1)  . 

— ml. 

100  ml.  0  per  100  ml. 

CL  welchii  reaction  . 

— ml. 

100  ml. 

Wells. — Three  houses  are  still  dependent  on  shallow  wells  for  their 
water  supply.  Some  of  these  houses  are  too  remote  to  make  mains 
supply  practicable.  All  new  houses  are  provided  with  a  mains  supply. 
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DRAINAGE  ARRANGEMENTS 

During  1960,  constructional  work  on  three  important  schemes  has 
been  in  progress. 

The  reconstruction  scheme  for  the  Old  Woking  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  has  reached  an  advanced  stage  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
new  plant  will  be  in  operation  about  the  end  of  June,  1961. 

In  April,  work  was  commenced  on  the  Pumping  Stations  Scheme 
Contract  and  the  new  Pumping  Station  at  Walton  Road  will  be  put 
in  operation  in  April,  1961. 

Construction  work  on  the  Hoe  Valley  Sewer  Extension  Scheme 
Stage  II  started  in  June  and  progress  on  the  Contract  has  been 
satisfactory.  The  42-inch  diameter  thrustbore  under  the  railway  was 
completed  in  September. 
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Health  Department. 
July,  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  preparation  of  an  Annual  Report  covering  the  work  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors  serves  principally  to  emphasize  two 
factors,  namely,  the  wide  diversity  of  the  task  which  Public  Health 
Inspectors  undertake,  and  the  sense  of  achievement  which  arises 
from  playing  such  a  major  part  in  the  maintenance  of  our  living 
standards.  On  the  former  issue  some  difficulty  would  arise  in 
making  reference  to  all  the  separate  functions  with  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  deal  but  a  number  of  aspects  are  repetitive  throughout 
the  years.  Naturally  some  considerable  variation  occurs  from  one 
year  to  another  in  the  attention  paid  to  a  particular  section  of  our 
work  but  the  chart  which  appears  on  page  30  gives  a  reasonable 
indication  of  the  manner  in  which  the  time  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  is  allocated.  Public  cleansing  has  not  been  included  in 
this  diagrammatic  representation  as  it  is  a  function  to  which  the  time 
of  a  specialist  officer  is  devoted. 

Elsewhere  in  the  Report  an  indication  is  given  of  the  reasonable 
progress  maintained  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses;  whilst  the  Council 
will  always  have  to  face  the  task  of  dealing  with  a  limited  number  of 
unfit  properties,  it  is  a  fair  assumption  that  the  situation  in  this  respect 
is  not  quite  so  acute  as  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago. 

Having  regard  to  the  considerable  amount  of  overtime  working 
in  which  your  Inspectors  are  involved  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
meat  inspection,  I  have  followed  with  interest  attempts  made  at 
national  level  to  persuade  the  trade  to  the  view  that  slaughtering 
could  well  be  carried  out  during  normal  daytime  hours.  It  would 
appear,  however,  that  there  is  to  be  no  change  in  this  respect 
certainly  for  the  present,  and  the  staff  will  be  required  to  continue 
on  the  present  basis.  Nevertheless  one  of  the  set  aims  of  the 
Department  is  to  ensure  that  all  animals  slaughtered  within  the 
Urban  District  are  inspected  before  being  forwarded  into  the  shops 
and  food  preparing  establishments. 

Our  work  in  connection  with  the  sampling  and  analysis  of 
foodstuffs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  is  clear  from  the 
tabulation  which  is  included  in  the  Report. 

From  the  residents’  point  of  view  it  is  unfortunate  that  Woking 
is  within  an  area  in  which  the  mosquito  is  a  serious  nuisance  and  for 
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the  third  year  in  succession  the  Council’s  policy  in  providing  control 
measures  on  a  fairly  considerable  scale  has  been  implemented. 
Whilst  it  can  never  be  anticipated  that  the  mosquito  can  be 
eradicated  completely  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  work  so  far 
carried  out  has  resulted  in  a  marked  reduction  in  the  breeding  rate; 
however  severe  the  nuisance  might  be  in  a  particular  year  it  is 
reasonable  to  state  that  but  for  these  measures  conditions  would  be 
much  worse.  At  this  stage  a  note  of  warning  may  be  appropriate 
in  as  much  as  I  always  have  in  mind  the  possibility  of  a  stage  beine 
reached  when  the  available  insecticides  are  no  longer  effective". 
This,  however,  is  an  international  problem  and  much  care  and 
thought  is  given  to  the  issue  by  scientists  and  others  whose  work 
is  associated  with  entomology. 

Little  usefulness  can  aiise  from  a  reiteration  of  the  problems 
which  beset  the  maintenance  of  a  satisfactory  service  of  public 
cleansing.  Nevertheless  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  whilst  the 
population  increases  steadily  the  attractiveness  of  refuse  collection 
as  a  form  of  employment  appears  to  decrease  at  an  almost  uniform 
rate.  There  is  always  a  high  turnover  of  labour  and  this  in  itself, 
apart  from  shortages,  mitigates  against  a  satisfactory  service! 
Nevertheless  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  have  maintained  our 
schedules  of  weekly  collection,  not  in  every  case  on  the  same  day  of 
the  week  but  in  all  cases  refuse  is  removed  once  in  each  week. 
Authorities  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are  concerned  at  the  difficulty 
in  maintaining  this  essential  service  and  it  may  well  be  that  marked 
changes  in  the  approach  to  refuse  storage  and  control  will  have 
to  provide  the  answer  to  the  labour  difficulty. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  by  expressing  my  sincere  appreciation  to 
all  those  with  whom  I  have  to  work,  namely,  all  Members  of  the 
Council,  Dr.  C.  A.  McPherson  and  the  many  members  of  my  own 
staff.  The  achievements  enumerated  in  this  Report  are  the  result 
of  collective  activity  and  any  credit  due  must  accordingly  be  shared 
amongst  all  those  who  play  a  part. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  G.  DAVIES, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DUTIES  CARRIED  OUT 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
inspections  made  during  1960. 


Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1957  .  ...  220 

Inspections  of  dwellings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  1,401 

Inspections  of  dwellings  under  Rents  Acts .  88 

Enquiries  re  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Investigations  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ...  .  .  681 

,,  „  places  of  entertainment  .  1 

,,  „  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

„  ,,  bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

,,  „  other  food  premises  ...  .  1,288 

„  „  factory  and  school  canteens  .  89 

„  „  licensed  houses  and  hotels .  ...  37 

„  ,,  moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,685 

,,  ,,  factories,  workplaces,  offices,  etc.  872 

,,  ,,  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

„  „  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored 

or  sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

„  „  market  stalls  and  mobile  food  shops  or  vans  ...  285 

,,  „  schools  re  conveniences,  etc.  .  ...  43 

Drain  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Inspections  concerning  smoke  nuisance  .  144 

,,  ,,  drainage  systems  .  473 

,,  ,,  Shops  Act,  1950  (Section  38)  ...  412 

,,  ,,  rodent  infestation  (by  Health  In¬ 
spectors)  .  869 

„  ,,  pest  control  (including  anti-mos¬ 
quito  control)  .  ...  709 

,,  „  pollution  of  streams,  etc .  428 

,,  „  refuse  tips,  etc .  ...  688 

,,  ,,  Pet  Animals  Act  .  33 

,,  ,,  public  conveniences  .  38 

,,  „  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  swimming  pools  ...  30 

,,  ,,  food  poisoning  ...  91 

Lectures  to  outside  organisations  .  51 

Exhumations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous .  1,006 

Total  number  of  visits  .  ...  ...  12,358 

Re-inspections .  3,365 
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In  spite  of  the  ever  increasing  number  of  owner-occupied  houses, 
the  work  of  housing  maintenance  and  improvement  will  remain  for 
many  years  a  major  function  of  public  health  administration. 
Much  of  the  time  of  public  health  inspectors  is  spent  upon  the 
inspection  of  tenanted  dwellings  and  a  considerable  number  of 
necessary  repairs  are  achieved  by  useful  negotiation.  Time  spent  in 
this  way  is  substantial  but  never  wasted,  and  while  much  of  the 
effect  of  such  negotiation  may  remain  to  some  extent  intangible, 
there  is  ample  evidence  of  effective  results. 

When  necessary  the  Council  does  not  hesitate  to  serve  notices 
under  the  appropriate  legal  enactments  but  such  action  is  kept  to  a 
minimum.  There  is  much  to  be  gained  by  endeavouring  to  achieve 
good  results  in  as  informal  a  way  as  possible. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 
ing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

( b )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(a)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . 

( d )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  . 

•  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers . 

Every  effort  is  made  to  secure  the  repair  or  reconditioning  of 
dwelling-houses  by  negotiation  rather  than  statutory  action  and  in 
this  connection  611  preliminary  notices  were  sent.  Where  such 
action  fails,  formal  notices  are  served  under  the  appropriate  statutory 
authority,  the  numbers  for  1960  being: — 

Statutory  notices: — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  ...  ...  61 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  9  .  16 


1,621 

220 

42 

1,105 

793 
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The  above  diagram  illustrates  approximately  how  the  time 
and  effort  of  the  public  health  inspectors  is  divided  amongst 
functions  of  environmental  health. 
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3.  Clearance  of  unfit  houses 

During  the  year  work  proceeded  towards  the  completion  of  the 
current  five-year  programme.  Three  Clearance  Areas  involving  29 
houses,  4  Demolition  Orders  and  one  Closing  Order  were  made 
in  the  period.  In  addition  8  houses  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council 
were  dealt  with  as  unfit  on  certificates  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  With  the  conclusion  of  this  action  104  houses  had  been 
dealt  with  by  way  of  demolition  or  closure  in  the  1955-1960  period. 

In  response  to  Circular  2/60  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  a  re-appraisal  of  the  position  was  made  during 
the  year.  As  a  result  of  surveys  carried  out,  and  additional  informa¬ 
tion  which  had  been  gathered  in  relation  to  the  older  low  rented 
type  of  properties  in  the  district,  it  was  concluded  that  although  there 
are  no  large  concentrations  of  outworn  properties  in  Woking,  there 
are  a  great  number,  comprising  individual  properties,  or  in  small 
groups,  where  the  structural  deterioration  gives  rise  for  some  concern, 
and  where  it  is  felt  that  demolition  within  the  next  seven  to  ten 
years  would  be  the  only  solution.  The  problem  therefore  will  be  a 
continuing  one  for  some  years  to  come  and  plans  for  dealing  with 
it  on  that  basis  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister. 

4.  Rent  Act ,  1957 

The  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  under  the  Act  con¬ 
tinues  to  decline  as  shown  by  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year  given  in  brackets. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Dis¬ 
repair  ...  . 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates: 

{a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ... 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . 

(3)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords 
under  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 

(4)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  . 

(5)  Number  of  applications  by  landlords  for  cancel¬ 
lation  of  Certificates  ...  . 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  cancelled  . 

5.  Housing  Waiting  List 

The  situation  at  the  31st  December,  1960,  was  as  follows: — 

Priority  Register 

Applicants  in  self-contained  accommodation  .  31 

Applicants  in  shared  accommodation  or  caravans  ...  102 

Old  people  in  shared  accommodation  except  for  those 
who  occupy  by  reason  of  a  service  tenancy  ...  ...  57 

Slum  clearance  .  9 


9  (18) 

6  (16) 
3  (2) 

7  (7) 

2  (11) 

1  (17) 

1  (17) 
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Non-Priority  Register 

Applicants  whose  living  conditions  at  present  render  them 

ineligible  for  rehousing  by  the  Council  ...  354 

Total  of  Housing  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1960  553 

6.  Housing  Development 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  houses  erected  in 


the  Urban  District  during  1960: — 

(a)  by  the  local  authority : 

3-bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

3-bedroom  flats .  ...  18 

2- bedroom  flats .  2 

1 - bedroom  flats .  7 

3- bedroom  maisonettes  .  6 

2- bedroom  bungalows . .  ...  1 

1 -bedroom  bungalows .  8 

1 -bed-sitter  flats .  10 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  ...  .  770 


In  addition  to  these  figures  58  houses  were  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  local  authority  and  275  by 
private  enterprise. 


FACTORY  INSPECTIONS 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

246 

567 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

22 

24 

Total 

277 

603 

6 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

2rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) : 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

20 

19 

— 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

1 

1 

outwork) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Total  . 

25 

24 

— 

— 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  year  was  made  momentous  with  the  coming  into  law  of  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  an  Act 
designed  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  planning  authorities  and 
introducing  an  entirely  new  licensing  system  to  be  administered  by 
local  authorities.  For  the  first  time  model  standards  to  apply  to 
sites  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

1  he  most  urgent  action  is  that  concerning  existing  sites  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  of  those  in  the  area  was 
under  examination. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A  total  of  2,684  visits  made  to  shops  and  premises  engaged  in 
the  handling,  preparation  and  sale  of  foodstuffs,  means  that  once 
again  the  figure  has  increased  over  the  previous  year.  The  fact 
that  about  one  quarter  of  the  time  of  four  public  health  inspectors 
is  spent  on  functions  coming  within  this  category  serves  to  emphasise 
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the  importance  attached  to  ensuring  that  food  is  prepared,  stored 
and  sold  under  the  best  possible  conditions.  Modern  standards  of 
living,  involving  as  they  do  the  consumption  of  foodstuffs  prepared 
in  bulk  for  immediate  consumption  create  circumstances  much 
more  conducive  to  illness  caused  through  contaminated  foodstuffs. 
As  a  result  constant  vigilance  has  to  be  exercised  and  the  staff 
find  it  necessary  to  exercise  considerable  supervision.  It  is  perhaps 
fortunate  that  in  so  far  as  actual  preparation  of  foodstuffs  is  con¬ 
cerned,  business  tends  to  be  concentrated  on  the  larger  companies; 
whilst  this  may  have  certain  disadvantages  it  does  mean  that 
supervision  at  source  can  be  maintained  at  a  better  level  and  indeed 
many  of  the  major  food  manufacturing  companies  employ  their 
own  qualified  inspection  staff 

Seventeen  complaints  of  extraneous  matter  in  food,  or  other 
unsound  conditions  were  made  by  the  public  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  five  over  the  previous  year.  All  were  thoroughly  investi¬ 
gated  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  every  case.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  six  cases  and  fines  ranging  from  £10 
to  £20  were  imposed.  By  far  the  most  serious  case  was  concerned 
with  the  supply  under  contract  to  a  school,  of  meat  in  an  unsound 
condition. 

Fifty-one  lectures  on  various  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  department, 
including  food  hygiene  and  food  poisoning  were  given  and  were 
augmented  by  visual  aids,  photographs  and  films. 

As  part  of  the  constant  activity  to  maintain  food  standards,  the 
following  samples  were  obtained  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  those 
taken  in  the  course  of  our  responsibilities  in  connection  with  food  and 


drugs  legislation. 

Bacteriological  examination — 

Water  ...  .  50 

Milk .  70 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Miscellaneous  ...  2 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  458  food  premises  in  the  Urban 
District,  classified  as  follows: — 

Bakehouses  and  bakers’  shops  .  25 

Butchers’  shops  ...  47 

Cafes  and  restaurants  .  48 

Confectioners  .  63 

Fishmongers’  and  fried  fish  shops  ...  22 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Grocers  .  118 

Factory  and  school  canteens  .  54 

Licensed  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 
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Forty-three  premises  are  now  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages.  209 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  total  amount  of  gII  unsound  food  surrendered  during  the  year 
was  slightly  more  than  2}  tons: — 


Meat  . 

Fish,  Poultry,  Game 

Dried  Milk  . 

Fruit,  Vegetables  (raw)  ... 
Jam... 

Canned  foods  . 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


TONS  CWT.  QR.  LB. 

...  1  5  2  17 

•  ••  -  3  2  13 

...  2 

...  12  8 
...  -  -  16 
18  1  20 

•••  1  22 


2  10  1  12 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat  inspection  carried 
out  and  again  the  staff  found  themselves  required  to  perform  this 
work  several  evenings  a  week,  often  until  extremely  late  hours. 

Despite  certain  attempts  at  national  level  to  channel  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  into  the  normal 
working  hours  it  still  remains  virtually  a  late  evening  occupation  in 
Woking,  as  in  many  other  towns.  The  implementations  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  may  well  bring  certain  changes  in  relation 
to  the  slaughtering  of  animals  within  this  Urban  District.  Although 
it  is  not  possible  to  forecast  the  main  directions  of  change  it  would 

appear  that  the  present  average  of  animals  slaughtered  will  at  least 
be  maintained. 


36 


TABLE  1 

Meat  Inspection  Comparative  Table 


Year 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1954 

130 

3 

114 

291 

433 

971 

1955 

209 

3 

289 

501 

1,885 

2,887 

1956 

341 

— 

521 

1,150 

2,696 

4,708 

1957 

432 

— 

572 

1,201 

2,582 

4,787 

1958 

368 

22 

309 

1,043 

2,682 

4,424 

1959 

350 

24 

223 

1,645 

2,440 

4,682 

1960 

471 

27 

197 

1,503 

3,583 

5,781 

TABLE  2 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  during  1960 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

471 

27 

197 

1,503 

3,583 

Number  inspected 

471 

27 

197 

1,503 

3,583 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

56 

9 

2 

21 

573 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

11-9 

33-3 

1-0 

14 

16-2 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

42 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  *2 

37 


Slaughterhouse  Policy 

The  Council’s  Report  on  the  existing  and  probable  future  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Urban  District  for  Slaughterhouse  facilities  was 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  during 
the  year  and  his  recommendations  are  awaited. 

A  licence  for  a  new  slaughterhouse  of  comparatively  modest 
proportions  was  granted  during  the  year  and  construction  of  the 
buildings  is  in  progress.  The  fate  of  one  of  the  existing  slaughter¬ 
houses  is  in  the  balance  pending  an  appeal  by  the  owner  against  the 

Planning  Authority  s  refusal  to  permit  the  building  of  a  ne\v  slaughter¬ 
house  on  the  site. 

The  year  1961  will  no  doubt  see  most  of  these  outstanding  questions 
settled,  and  the  future  of  the  district  so  far  as  slaughterhouses 
tacihties  are  concerned  will  be  known  for  many  years  to  come. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  yeai  80  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  and  drugs  were 
purchased  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis. 

Details  of  the  articles  submitted  and  the  results  of  analysis  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 
or  Irregular 

For¬ 

mal 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Total 

For¬ 

mal 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Total 

Food: 

Beans — tinned 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Brandy  butter 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  spread  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  and  ham  spread 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken — tinned  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chutney 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  dessert 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  drink 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  mould . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Confectionery 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Confectionery — sugar  . 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cream— single 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cream — double . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Cream — topping  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Essence  of  rennet 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Flour— self-raising 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Flour — wholemeal 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  juice 

— - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glace  cherries 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  jelly  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Herrings — tinned  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jam 

— 

jL* 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Fard 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mandarin  oranges 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Marmalade  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  . 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  shake  syrup 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  pudding 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mineral  water 

— 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  oil  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nutmeg — ground  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paste — fish 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pies — meat 

— 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages — beef  . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages — pork . 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Smoked  saithe 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Steak  fillets  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Vegetable  oil 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar — wine 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wheat  embryo 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Yeastrel  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Drugs: 

Blood  purifier 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

5 

75 

80 

— 

— 

— 
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BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD 

During  the  year  three  burials  were  arranged  under  Section  50  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

As  a  result  of  prompt  attention  to  complaints  of  rodent  infestations 
made  by  the  general  public,  and  the  regular  surveying  of  likely 
breeding  grounds,  1960  showed  no  marked  increase  in  the  overall 
problem.  As  in  previous  years  a  substantial  amount  of  work  on  a 
chargeable  basis  was  carried  out  on  commercial  premises. 

Test  baiting  and  treatment  of  the  sewerage  systems  in  the  district 
continue  to  be  carried  out,  but  the  indications  are  that  the  sewers  in 
Woking  are  remarkably  free  of  rats. 

Requests  for  help  and  advice  on  how  to  deal  with  a  wide  variety 
of  pests,  from  silverfish  to  squirrels,  continue  to  be  made  to  the 
Department.  Disinfestation  work  actually  undertaken  must  of 
necessity  be  limited  to  pests  having  a  bearing  on  public  health,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  is  undertaken  in  this  field. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

For  many  years  a  policy  has  been  adopted  of  accepting  invitations 
to  address  local  organisations  on  required  aspects  of  the  work  of  the 
Department.  Part  of  this  activity  is  devoted  to  the  achievement  of 
good  public  relations  by  addressing  local  organisations  to  explain  the 
problems  which  beset  a  local  authority  in  endeavouring  to  provide 
environmental  health  services  of  high  standards,  and  in  explaining 
the  responsibilities  of  a  public  health  department.  In  addition  we 
endeavour  to  help  specialised  educational  authorities  where  the 
syllabus  includes  public  health  administration.  During  the  past  year, 
in  the  pursuit  of  these  objectives,  51  lectures  and  addresses  have 
been  given  to  student  nurses,  military  units,  and  local  organisations. 


CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 
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At  the  Scarborough  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors  I  was  privileged  to  address  Conference  on 
public  health  aspects  of  refuse  storage  and  disposal,  and  in  doing 
so  I  was  able  to  draw  on  much  of  my  experience  in  Woking.  The 
address  included  reference  to  the  storage  and  disposal  of  refuse  from 
multi-storey  dwellings,  the  problems  relating  to  bulk  storage  contain¬ 
ers,  dustless  systems  of  refuse  collection,  the  use  of  expendable  sacks, 
water  carriage  systems  of  disposal  and  ultimate  disposal  by  infilling 
of  land,  incineration  and  composting. 

That  there  is  a  case  for  the  development  of  the  sink  waste  grinder 
cannot  be  denied,  although  it  might  well  be  that  the  full  implications 
of  the  effect  on  sewage  disposal  works  has  not  yet  been  assessed.  The 
inclusion  of  all  kitchen  wastes  into  the  sewage  flow  would  call  for 
greater  treatment  capacity  at  the  sewage  plant  and  some  difficulties 
might  arise.  Such  a  home-comminutor  device  would  achieve  that 
highly  desirable  separation  of  organic  and  inorganic  household 
refuse,  if  only  the  housewife  and  domestic  servant  would  co-operate 
in  assigning  items  of  waste,  either  to  the  grinder  or  to  the  refuse  bin, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

Such  a  fitting  might  well  offer  an  answer  in  the  future  to  the 
increasing  volume  of  refuse  now  being  put  out  for  collection  and, 
therefore,  could  conceivably  have  a  very  important  effect  upon  cost 
considerations.  In  conjunction  with  a  small  tin  baling  unit  as  a  sink 
fitment  a  positive  stage  might  be  reached  in  the  conception  of  refuse 
bulk  reduction.  There  are  some  who  consider  the  cost  of  purchase 
and  installation  of  garbage  grinders  to  be  high,  but  offsetting  this  are 
the  advantages  to  the  housewife  and  the  cleansing  department.  The 
grinding  of  food  wastes  and  their  disposal  via  water  carriage  systems 
rather  than  the  dustbin  represents  a  step  forward  in  hygiene  which 
cannot  be  overlooked. 

Whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  the  important  factor  in  the 
popularity  of  controlled  tipping  is  the  comparative  economy 
associated  with  the  method.  There  are  health  hazards  to  the  work 
and  these  are  aggravated  very  frequently  by  authorities  whose  main 
concern  is  how  cheaply  it  can  be  done.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  the 
method  lends  itself  to  land  reclamation  and  that  there  are  quite  a 
number  of  examples  of  good  work  which  have  resulted  in  the  addition 
of  playing  field  or  agricultural  space,  it  is  equally  true  to  say  that  this 
country  abounds  in  examples  of  tipping  over  which  it  would  be  most 
prudent  to  draw  a  veil. 

The  tendency  to  economise  results  only  in  crude  dumping  of 
varying  degrees  and  is  to  be  deplored.  Having  regard  to  the  compar- 
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atively  low  cost  of  disposing  of  refuse  in  this  way  it  is  inconceivable 
that  so  many  authorities  continue  to  resort  to  crude  methods  and 
although  there  has  been  measurable  improvement  in  recent  years 
there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  concern. 

Composting  represents  an  admirable  form  of  refuse  disposal  only 
if  the  individual  circumstances  are  right,  and  every  case  has  to  be 
considered  on  its  merits  with  all  related  factors  taken  into  account. 
As  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Joint  Working  Party  on  Municipal 
Composting  I  am  in  the  favoured  position  of  being  able  to  assess 
the  degree  of  interest  in  the  possibilities  of  composting  and,  without  any 
doubt,  local  authorities  are  turning  more  and  more  to  a  consideration 
of  the  scope  in  this  direction. 

If  alongside  with  new  development  one  takes  due  cognisance  of 
such  matters  as  the  changing  characteristics  of  refuse,  the  quality 
of  compost  to  be  secured  from  a  particular  technique,  sales  potential, 
and  the  fact  that  composting  can  never  be  a  standardised  operation, 
then  composting  must  represent  an  attractive  alternative  for  the 
disposal  of  refuse.  Failure  to  appreciate  the  composting  character¬ 
istics  of  refuse  is  denying  agriculture  the  use  of  substantial  supplies 
of  nutrient  material.  Household  waste  is  removed  from  the  home  at 
substantial  cost  and  it  would  therefore  be  reasonable  to  assume  that 
there  was  a  case  for  the  adoption  of  a  means  of  refuse  disposal  which, 
without  any  regard  to  possible  financial  returns,  provided  a  restor¬ 
ation  to  the  soil  of  the  organic  content  of  the  refuse,  and,  thereby  an 
immense  contribution  to  nature. 

The  argument  has  been  used  that  land  reclamation  is  in  the  national 
interest.  This  is  true  of  course,  but  it  is  not  an  argument  which  must 
be  used  in  a  one-sided  fashion.  It  is,  for  example,  equally  in  the 
national  interest  to  return  organic  material  to  the  soil,  and,  in  fact,  it 
could  be  argued  that  there  is  little  prudence  in  extending  the  available 
acreage  of  land  still  further  without  making  some  worthwhile 
provision  for  the  increase  of  soil  nutrients. 

Public  cleansing  cannot  be  divorced  from  public  health,  indeed  it  is 
from  the  demands  of  public  health  that  cleansing  tends  to  progress. 
The  public  health  inspector  is  of  course  well  fitted  to  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  ensuring  that  progress  in  these  directions  continues  to  be 
made.  That  is  not  to  say,  of  course,  that  the  bulk  of  the  other 
officers  involved  are  not  equally  mindful  of  improving  the  standards 
of  cleansing  as  part  of  a  pattern  designed  to  improve  our  living 
standards.  I  have  had  excellent  opportunities  of  studying  these 
things  and  I  find  for  the  most  part  that  there  is  an  extraordinarily 
high  degree  of  enthusiasm  for  this  rather  mundane  task.  All  over 
the  country  men  are  to  be  found  carrying  out  experiments  within 
the  scope  which  local  government  allows  and  attempting  thereby  to 
make  a  contribution  to  progress. 
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